
THE GREAT METHODIST CASE.
United States Circuit Caort.

Hon. JadgeB Nelson anil Betts presiding.
Mat 28..The Methodist Church South is. the Methodist

Church North..At the sitting of the court this morning,
.Mr. George Wood resumed hi* argument In behalf of the
defendant*, lie would detain the court but a short time,
and should have finished hi* observation* yesterday, but
that he was exhausted, and because he felt it one of too
great importance to the interest* of our country to be
hurriedly disposed of. He repeated that the U jueral Con¬
ference had no power to make such a division of the
church. This cam' is principally to be considered as one
of property. These funds are not the fund* of the Metho¬
dist Episcopal Church; it ha* a beneficial equitable con¬
trol over them, a* the managers of the charity; but the
beneficial eqcitable control i* for the bene It of the ob¬
jects ol the charity, who are the superannuated preach¬
ers, wive*, widow* and orphan*, and they could not
alienate. He referred the court to the case of the At.
toruey General vs. Wilson, in tesey, 619; i-liotwell, 7ul,
702. As to the Canada Conference, in 1821, he referred to
Miller vs. Griebel, in 2d Denio. lie said he apprehended
the Canada case lias no bearing ou the present, and the
court will find that the Southern Conference, almost to a
man, voted against their taking any portion of the pro¬
perty. The counsel who 1* to close this case, refer* to a
case in 1st Peter*. Such a decision was made, and no
sound jurist will attempt to impeach it; but what bear¬
ing has it upon the present case.' If this Methodist Epis¬
copal Church had set up a new auuual conference under
their control and jurisdiction, there would have been
some analogy: but that Is a very different affair from a
division, of the church constituting a new body alto,
gether. Hnd entirely independent of the Methodist Epis¬
copal Church. Suppose the government of the United
State* should take it upon it*elf to divide this country,
and ict up an independent power, there would bo some
analogy. Hut I'll venture to say such a case will never oc¬
cur. if ever the couutry should bo divided.if ever one
portion should be separated from the other.it must re.-t
upon some power out of the constitution. I submit that the
conference had no such power.and the only way in which I
ran see that an arrangement can lie made to divide this
property would be on the principle of compromise; and If
these parties had gone fairly and regularly to work, and
waited till the Annual Conference, in pursuance to that
compromise had made the arrangeueut, the difficulty
would have been obviated. Mr. Wood then referred to
fibelfoid on Mortmain. 808, Harper'* booth Carolina
Hep. 215. In all these cases it must be done under tbe
sanction of a court of equity, and for the simple reason
that the beneficiaries bod not the power of uliena! ion
He also called the attention of the court to Shelford,
088, 089; the Attorney General vs. Warren, in Hwuinston's
lisp. If. then, said Mr. Wood, a little more time and a
little more patience had beeu exercised, the compromise
would have been carried out. He could not avoid re¬
marking that it is a little strange that, in religious case*,
such hot haste is so usually observed. A* Judge Kwiug
said patience, forbearance, brotherly kindness, qharity,
mildness of spirit, which were believed to be the charac¬
teristics ol Christians, would, under Providence, have
wrought out the whoted harmony of this institution. If
they had carried it out, he might venture to say there
would have been an arrangement, not only as to the
ecclesiastical matters, but a* to the property involved.
But they did not take this course. Any one who would
read the plau of separation would see what it contem¬
plated; tbe Southerns were brought to the conclusion that
a separation was necessary. Now, that step would have
required m<re time than they gave it. All the members
of tbe church with whom he (Mr. Wood) had pro¬
fessional interviews, would have been perfectly satisfied
that a compromise should have been made If this suit
was out of the way. he feit (and he held no gentleman's
proxy in making the statement.) that the wh do matter
would be settled in eighteen month*. That unfortunate
question of abolitionism, wbivh had been agitated in this
country for some year* post.the Pandora'* box which
bas let out every evil.has, bo doubt, given excuse* for
the steps taken in this ra.-e. and allowances ought to be
made; and. in a spirit of kindness, tlu-y will be made He
did not mean to say that these men ii.ul been led away by
a feeling of wild enthusiasm which, when it once takes pos-
acssion of the mind, is difficult to be dispossessed though
it is not quite understood; it require* a new chapter in
the science of philosophy to devclope it. A man set* out
on a philanthropic object.he suffers that one idea to
take possession of bis mind; he goes on tilled with be¬
nevolence, and he meets opposition, and that opposition
stimulate* him until be get* entirely polemical.they
don't look upon these su*jects in a larger scale. A man
takes it Into his bead torelicTe an individual slave.that
may be all very well; but wlieu you undertake to eman¬
cipate an entire State, you are doing something more
than a ease of individual philanthropy. There is no case

state has been suddenlywhere a whole slave State ha* lieen suddenly freed, except
In one case of our English brethren,who emancipated their
slaves in the Indie* lint this should bea work of time He
bad made these remarks, bec ause lie believed tliem to
lie connected .with the most vital interests of the coun¬
try. The body whom he represented were not. he repeated,
charged with this offence; but that there may be indi¬
vidual member* who adopt these views: who have excite I
tb« 8< uthern mind, and have indue*d them to act with
precipitancy, there can in- no doubt. Ho (Mr. Wood)
thought he had said enough to satisfy the Court that
the plaintiffs. In law or equity, have no right to this pro¬
perty. Tbcy ought to have waited for the carrying out
of Ibesc arrangements.which could have been carried
out under a conwt of equity, in the spirit of religion and
peace, which he bad no doubt ail of them possessed. The
majority of such cases are settled by compromise. And
are men worshiping the same God. professing the same

religion.are the) to be an exception to the rule of
settling by compromise * He trusted not; and he con¬
clude d by saying that that is the only way this question
can be adjusted.

Mr. Wi.rU thro liegged to refer the Court to the Journal
of ('orft-reiioe, Is4s. p Oft. where an amicable adjustment
of thia raw was earnestly Invited.
Hon. Hi vi nW Johnson then rose to sum up the argu

mcnt on behalf of the plaint iff* He mU:.May it plea*
the Court. I projawe to ronsidrr the question in this ras
under four different beads. The first I- the power of tin'
General Conference of 1K44 to adopt the plan of division
of the Kth of June of that year. The second is the con-
atrurtion of tbM plan, which, as I shall maintain. ia that
the division of the Church was made to depend exclu¬
sively on the General Conference of the State in wbk h
they existed,and upon no other Conference: and th it
the change in the sixth article in the ron-tltntion of the
Gencanl Conference was made to depcud exclusively on
all the AnnuiilConferences, considering the Church, at
that til". m-la.ily Third-that by f .rce of the divi-ion
of the Church, if that division was made by the Annual
Conferences of the States In which they exist, the pro¬
perty of the Church is to be divided upon equitable prlu-

> which I"clplea hetwien the two fragments into which the Churoh
has la-en divided. And. fourth and lastly, that admit¬
ting the Conference of 1S44 had no authority to adopt
the plan of separation which tbry undertook to adopt,
the state of things which still exists entitle the com-

Elalnaut* to relief upon the present bill, as if that plan
ad Dover ts-en prop.wed and adopted These inquiries

are. all of tbeni. plain and simple; to l>e fully compre¬
hended they require no great extent of legal learning;
and tbry demand no extraordinary depth oif particular
res*arch nor particular ability toenforne them I should
approach the argument, if the controversy tnrnnd
upon these points alone, with no other solicitude.
notwithstanding the great pecuniary amount that

vhlcbia involved, than that which admittedly and pro¬
perly belongs to the relation of r .unset Hut, t confe a,
a deeper and a more absorbing enn-ideration. and I
therefore rise oppressed with the responsibility which I
feel it imposes 01, me. When I rem.mi.er the origin id
this suit. I lose sight of the dollars and rents which It
Involves, and for a moment I forget the direct and pe,
rultar Mien ste of mr clients. There are reflect (am con¬
nected with the origin so direct and vitally Important to
the usefulness of that institution heretofore liarinnnb.ua
and prosperous, so mat .-rial to the quiet of thu public
mind. and. possibly to the very existence of the form of

Beminent under which we live, that I feel a trembling
the adjudication of this court may wot tmas-i-tci

l»y tha insnnerin which I shall elsehaige my duty The
heart of the entire nation lias been fevrbnly palpitat¬
ing. for the last few years. In pain.th» very chords from
which this springs will break unless the good s»u.' and
patriotism of the people and all the authorities, fttale
as well as tiatbuial. wilt int.rvine.tha triumphs, the
lustre, and :he glories which heretofore surrounded us.
and made us the glory and envy of the world. wiU he «ul>-
stitut.d by discoid and wlvtehedoeee debility and de-
gradation, civil war and bloodshed And i- It too much
Is. ray that that divided state of the public mind ia. In a

great measure to be attributed to the very existence of
the controversy which your honors are Bow called upon
to settle I have an eluding imps that the manner in
which it will be settled Is on the principles of law whieh
are so firmly rslabli bed. that with ail the re-peet wh.ch
this court commands, will tend much to appease the

Public alarm, as well as to settle tin- p irtlcular dispute.
t will be my part as far as I may he able, to assist til"

const In the deliberations which I trust, wit) tint to
thishufpy result first. then. bs.l the ri>u;.>renre of
1844 the pow. r to adopt the pl .n if th it yearMy ieernvsl brothers on the other side deny tha'

Cwer Mr. Johnson proceeded to contend that they
d that power ami that it was delegated to them by th

venerable John !\ ...b y. an elder, and an ornament of
the Knglish Church And. then as to the eaily labors
of the preachers of tha Methodist Kpl-e >pxl Cbureh. h
said, the light of Christian charity bad hc-n carried by
the servants of God to the remote.t confines of in¬
flates; the darkert wilderness h»J been entered Chris
ttan charity, faith, and hope lia-l been carried everywhere
hv tbeee readout and dev.-nt mi Dialer- of their Parlour.
The ci mparatively unimportant population of the
United Plates In IrfB. and the still mors oomparativrly
unimportant population of 17x4 had -welled to million*.
Th" entire territory of the Halted Plates was beginning
to be densely populated, and the prospect wa« utmost
r>*tain that It would go on In a still greater ratio than
it fad he for*. Preachers must Is- left nt h. me The
work of (jod. with hundreds of those good and pious men
Is not to be arrested lor a moment. There innst b« men
left In the vineyard, the flock mu-t always le- xealoosly
watched, and piill of the sheph-rds mu-t be left to
guar. Hum In reference to the poWef of tic General
Conference, which had be- n denied hy counsel for the
defendant Mr Johnson askrd whether It could have
keen proper for the church to strip the General Confer-
enae of that power which ah other eonferen-ea ware an-
tbo'ired to accomplish The salvation, the pro-perityt4 the church.its tendency, have wedded Americans
still more closely to the Institutions of their country.for forms of government let fools contset;That which I- best administered is best

As to the right an l power of the Conference. Mr John-
now said that the ministers mad* the chw-h. and the
ministers In governmental power are the church. With
regard to the rites aud ceremonies, he referred 11 the
first Book of Proofk. P -Jfi, whieh ssys. - It la not neces¬
sary that rites and ceremonies should in alb places be the
came, or exactly alike : for they have Msg alwny* differ¬
ent, end may be changed according to the diversity of
countries, times, and men's manner- so that nothing be
(rdained against God « word. Whosoever, through his
1 rivate judgment willingly and purposely doth openlybreak the rites and ceremonies of the church to which he
belongs, which are not repugnant to the w-rdofGod,
and are ordained and approved by common authority!
. ught to be rebuk-d openlv, that others may f»ar to do
the like as one that off, ndeth again-t the common or¬
der of the ehnreh, and wnuadeth the nnnacleneos of
weak brethren Every particular church may nrdaln.
change or khnilsh rites and ceremonies an that all things
a sy be done to eJIflca'.iom.'' The honorable and learn-
i <1 contu s| continued at great length and In a strata of
.. mmauding eloquence to argue the general heads,

which, in the commencement of his address h. .

for the consideration of the Court AtThfJF hTTr^?
on. o'clock. Mr Johnson Wnaco«lfL ttk
»b. InduHencc of the Court IbiZfcZlZSk '"ld "kBd

hour'when * r0C'M f°r about » Tarter of an

exb.UtdTut'Timl.^ fUt* that -tUl felt co

tlou* hi! »r7ul.. . f <1 ^ imP°wlW») for him to con-

to be* the^rnwh ? -FT"" ' ,nd he should be obliged
morning

""" indul«"»" <* the Court until the

Thumd.wfh! 'n,nMKl;»<«'y ordered an adjournment to
iburcdny (thif) morning, at 10 o'clock.

Johnson resumed his argument this
in ruing, and commenced by saying, If he was successful

iv^r ''
. F"**1 h*ve convinced the Court that the

W*re fttwiolutf® HOTuroiKiui over the
wholn sphere of the church, and that it wm the puJpow
with whl l°7» l° f0lnmunic*te to it all of the poj^rs
with which they were lurestcd in 180«. The Court will
rtmember that umongst other things done bv th. r'Il

<* «' 'he triat^ho jutmanf"
a» it is admitted to be.the yt/n»i suspension of Bishoo

ttouZl °VIZ7 T?.Und °f ®hlconduot prior to

1M4 BUh, « A J7 th" di,2iP»n« of that church, prior to
1WH Bishop Andrew s offence, which consisted onlv in
becoming possessed of slaves alter he waTwade Ili.Ln
*"?<* Provided for by any law of th? ThurchT&
numbers of the Conference who thought differently ami^Vc=r&3S.as£te
/.'rrednato "iTp.^ fit SSfiZ
he rahmMu 7th1 ?' U'e 0em'.1 ttnd Annual Conferences'
nower n . mV11' 0DU *" " «WMWnt of delegated
P®*". if0t,hlr 7" * «°.rTunt'nt of Tlu" »»<1 sweeping
power*. It the power of the Conference of 1808 wJ5
nlrlt ??I?k that power wu oomuiu-
Bleated to the Conterence of 1S44. and there never was an

.»''th?'deS[lMd07h'' °f |hL' P0,ft'r of the Uouference. I.
»U the debates, the existence of a doubt of the I'on
ference to divide, according to that plan was nof nre

tended. He then contended that the church «.

Indivisible. clothed with ail the sanctity of union though
existing under two governments; and though the gentfe-

n," ,^1. ° ur *ide utintain that the Methodist

gospel 'fChri^n *** he BUbmitted that the
gospel crihrist knew no territorial limits the world i>
be ore t not where it may choose to extend but where U
Is obliged to go. As to the obligation and rlVhts of the
church, he referred to 1st Book of Proofs n "% which
*" a Pf'ion to the tleneral Conference respecting the
sepiirat Ion of the l 'anada Church

K

f jJ1,!k'<',,,n,il!t'e "n ('»tuida Affairs, to whom was re-sSw*^W-^.lss=r-55
I^ort. e3t|,r*"Msd iu mW Potion. beg leave to

fre.
h,"ard the itfttemonta of the delegation

ta/f ik h i ',,'f.nc'. explanatory of the situa-

litwn
' Ulat Pr"Tinp«-Htnl of the neces-

Ti ?m expediency of the measure prayed for in the

will. .'1°' "f. " considered the petition itself, together
with the address of the Canada Conference to the several
aunuiil conK'rtvtci'H in the I'uitetf Stetej th»» nnmmiii
-re unanimously of the opinion, that howev^^uiiar
ev« mneh'w tUmti°n °f OUt bn tbr, u in ( anuda. and how-

have n . .11' ,nuMnuch "* several aunual conferences
have not recommended it to the (leneral Conference It

neTne d lU, al' '"if als0' under th,! circumstances
inexpedii nt. to grant the prayer of the petitioners fur

r f
fl h e't*bli"hmt'"t in Upper Canada "

Indwd'h# 7"" borty'to *ls«<Sv77Tnd tttYtZS

SHSSSSr
came and spake unto thein, saying All power is .riv"'
unto nio in heaven and in earth;ggo yl.&o^'Im,
teach all nations, baptizing them in the nam! ^ ^7
lullier. nnd of the Son. aud of the Holy llhost " Th.Te
were po territorial restrictions on the authority of travel
ling preachers. Th. ir constituent is the Maker ofIhe
universe.tha Author of the world, for whom the^ ^t
knows no if cai jurisdiction He wishes all to be brf.ught
to salvation.the m:ister to Ije enlightened.the slave to

> ry in the Annual Cunffrenre.in the Uiiarti-rlv r,,r,

.... r u
SSt ..T s«,',1'" rV'^S'T'ti "T,"'";"0"''

hc.ru 07 m..', *1 urLn^Try l'" h°mM »n<l

i^^ied^^rthrujTrrS'Tr" H"::r.
He then read from Bishop Andrew's answer LTiviiw
stated that i,e became 7 7,ml r "''iT11 h«

z-gav&
lake their fr«*e<|fiin " Well " «>i.i tm L i «!
-h'^l"hrlh'r ","1' "°"M '"¦'¦¦t'-n, "r'n.t J

'. A* they have pored over this subject with anxlou*
1 bought by lay ami by night, they havi bi-eu MM 1(4
k»i* impressed with the difficulties connected therewith,
and tin* diwi>trou« mutU which, in their uppr. henstnn.
arc the aim' rt Incritalilc consequences of present action
< n tht question now pending l>cfcrc you. To the under-
.igiud it I* fully apparent that a decision thereon,axlii liter affirmatively or negatively, will moat extensivelyilirttirb the peaee and harmony of that widely-extendedhroUlerhoud a llleh ha* ao effectively o|ierated for goodin the L'litUd Mate* of Atnerlea mid elsewhere, during
the laid sixty year*, in the developeineut of a system of
active energy, of which union hna always been a main
eli mi nt At thin painful crisis, they have nnauitaou-'lyconcurred In the propriety of reromniending the post
pom meut of further action iu the cam- of Bishop Andrew
until the i liming <1. r.i riU Conference It doe* not cuter
into the design of the undereigneil to argue the proprietyof their rrcomoiemlatlot; otberwiae. etrnug and valid
ri-Motu might be adduced in ita eupport They cannot
hut think, that if (lie embarrassment of Bi*hop Andrew
should not reaee before tbaf time, the next lienerat Uou-
fereuew, representing tbe pa -tore, minister*. and peopleif tbe several Annual Conference*, after all the facte in
the raee shell have passed In review before thrtn. will be
Is-tier qualified than the present tleneral Conference can
le to adjudicate the case wisely and discreetly. I'ntU
tbe cessation of the em'.arrxi snn-nt. or tbe expiration of
the Interval between the present and the ensuing Ueoe
ral Conference, the undersigned U-iieve that such a divi¬
sion <4 the work of the general superiotendency mightbe made, without any infraction of a constitutional prin¬ciple. a* w-ulil fully employ lit shop Andrew in those sec¬
tions of the church iu which hi* presence aud service#
would be welcome and cordial.
Mr. Johnson then continued."No,'' say the Confer¬

ence. " the eacrilW must be made now Our conscience*
must be satisfied Me Won't watt Bishop Andiew must
be deposed.-' and he is depo-ed. as the court would
*«e < n pi gc 44 of Ihe Hook of Proofs, (already cited.) re-
speciing Ihe state of tbe church, Ue ( nr. Johnson!
contend* 1 that there never wa« a more palpable Infrac¬
tion ti an that which was made in both the rase of dishopAndrew ntid 4lr. Harding tin page 31 of First Book of
l'rcof*, will be found on the subset of shivery." 1\ hen any IraVi lliog preacher licoss nn owner of a
. Inve r-laves, bt an) ineaio. he shall f rf.it In* minis¬
terial rhatacter til our rhurrh utile** he execntsi if it be
practicable, a legal tin nrlpstt'ii of uch «lave«. con-
foru.ally io the laws of Ihe rials iu which he lives '

l'r&Vi iiirg preachers do Dot inelnde Bishop* Turningto pttge '44 lite court worild find, thnt In Mid, was ad >pt-»d the rule which appears on page 41:. .

It's declare that ws are at much as ever convincml of
tbe great evil <if slavery, therefore, no elaV'holder shall
la- eligtloe to any official station In our church herc-
aftir where the laws of the State In which he I ve* will
adn.lt 14 > mancipation, and permit tbe lib rated slave toenjoy freedom."

lie contended that the word* admit of but one in-
terprctatton. and that Is. that they did not applyto Stales where slavery exists, ami < manelpntl in
was prohibitsf. The learned Counsel contended at
gnat length that the Mouth. under all tbe clrcum
stance* of the . see, were entitled to their proportionof the funds of this concern At the Conference theydivide, go borne, organise tbcwiwlve* into a separatechurch and th< n their former hristlan brethren say." Now we ve got you off. we'll hold the property.'' lie
would ask. was Unit honest ' They have got rbl of us bywhat turns out to be false pretences They have got rid of
us. Tbe question then is. whether, having been severed
by the very state of things they brtiugbt about. It is
honest In (lie consideration of a court of rquUy. to re.
fuse tiiat we should participate in the funds- IT .. wanted
to know which is thechurvh to which this fund belongs '
'. Iou are not.'" say they. "th» ehurrh. her'use youhave no political dominion beyond a certain line. If Ihe I
Chnii h Koulli Is not the Methodist Kptscopal Church ofthe I aited Ptates. where Is It to lie found ' Ton (theNorth) have no more jurisdiction In the Month tti.su we
have in the North. It has been, to use a r mtnon
phrase, a Kilkenny cat fight; we have eaten each other up.If It be a part of your ennrch that your bishop* shall
haveaetipctintrtideney over the whole United States, then
th»re Is no Methodist Kplscopal Church, because yourbishops cannot go to the Ib.uth. and ours cannot go to
the North The Church no longer ejlsts. but the funds
exist, and who is to hold Ihem' The trustee* do not
own Ihitn To whom do they belong' To the superannuate.l preachers the wives, widows and orphan* of I
ihe preacher* Furpnec the doctrine of the def* idaals
lo be true There Is no rhureh.no travelling preachers
.no supernumeraries.no superannuated preacher* -no
wlv»s, widows, or orphans To whom. thsn. doe* the
fund* belong ' It Is to go bark to the original founder*.
Ti e elmrity has laps* <1. The trustees are not to hold the
fund. The donor* were Ihe preachers of the Methodist
episcopal Chnrch. and to Ihem nnd their «iicc»«sor* dothe funds belong Mr Johnson then said. In conclusionI nwi shout to leave this cage, and I shall do so hy jolt).lnf Id the expreeak Q of tfec B*P«, i* wbie* i cordially

.nee with my brothers on the other side, that
this controversy m*y be settled. It ties done no good,
end it cen do no good, to any the Uiaat of it. The men of
the North cannot desire, as men. to hold on to this fund
The very defence of the counsel shows that It would be
revolting to their sense ofjustice Is it too much t) hope
that the gentlemen of the church North, as well as those
of the 8outh, may be enlightened by this discussion and
by the decision your honors will pronounce' Is it too
uiuohto hope that each will seethe opinion, in the
church and out of the church, of all good and patriotic
men, aud that they will In- amused to the certain conse¬

quences which must result from the o intinuance of this
coutroreraj, and that they will be awikcuedto the ha¬
zard.I am no alarmist. and,(!od knows, no disunionist
.yet I will say to the imminent hasard to this
institution, which we hare reason to prize? Is
it too much to hope that on both Sides of
this line, when those feelings are enlisted which are
fatal to their |>eiicc as men, and agonizing to their
hearts as christians, that they will strive, even in advance
of your Honor's decision, or as speedily after it as they
run, to restore to the church the spirit aud blessing* of
pcuce which heretofore rendered it the idol of its own
worshipperi1, and the wonder of all christian brethren !
The rase hero closed, and Judge Nelsou then said

Some time will probably elapse before the court will be
ennbled to take up the ease and give it the examination
which it will require at our hands preparatory to a de¬
cision. Other cases and other duties are pressing upon
us, aud, as for myself, I shall be compelled to go into
another court after I have concluded my duties in this.
Sly associate (Judge Itetts) will also be much occupied,
and some time will necessarily elapse before we can enter
into consultation. In the mean time, we cannot help
expressing our concurrence in the suggestions of the
learned counsel on both sides, that it would he much
better for the interests of the church, aud the
interests of all concerned, if the parties would
amicably take up the case, and by the aid of counsel
come to an adjustment before it is fully decided by this
court. We cannot entertain a doubt, after what ha*
taken place.whatever may be our decision.that an
amicable adjustment must necessarily be more satis¬
factory to nil parties concerned; that the future good
feeling aud Christian friendship of the members of tiie
church will be much better promoted by an amicable
adjustment, tban it can be by any disposition of the
court. We may add that whatever doubts are enter¬
tained us to the power c f the agents who hold the trust,
there can be no reasonable doubt that whatever may be
advised by the different counsel and sanctioned by thia
court, would be a valid and binding disposition. We
deemed it necessary to say thus much, from the time
that must elapse before our decision can be given, and
with a hope that in the meantime, an amicable arrange
nient may be effected between the contending parties.
The Court was then adjourned to Friday (this)

morning.

Common Council.
HOAHI) OF ALDERMEN,

May 3D..The hoard met this arternoou, at the usnal
hour. The President iu the chair. The minutes of the
last meeting were read and approved.

rUITIO.M.
8everal petitions were presented and appropriately re¬

ferred. Among them were the following :.Of James I).
Butman, for sale aud conveyance to him ot a piece of
ground between Fifty fourth und Fifty-ttfth streets, and
Fifth und 8ixth avenues.
Remonstrance of Lewis L. Squire, against building a

bulkhead and street outside the piesent Uue of 8outh
street, between Roosevelt und Catharine streets.

Petition of the New York Pneumatic. Draining and
Manufacturing Company, for the privilege of drain!ug
sinks in the duy time.

Remonstrance of the officers of the Bank of the Re¬
public. against widening Wall street, from Broadway to
Nasiiiu street. Laid on the table.

Petition of Beach Brothers, to be released from their
coutract for printing the proceedings of the Common
Council, or that a couipeti ation of Fu.UOO per annum be
allowid them for such printing.
Alderman UaiKs ix moved to refer the petition to the

Committee on Ordiuauces.
Alderman Kellv was in favor of grauting the prayer

of the petitioners, and relieving them from the contract.
Aldermau Mii.ii.k hoped the prayer of the petitioners

would be granted, and the name of the Xetr Yark Herald
substituted in place of the .Yew York Sim, in the list of
papers designated to publish the proceedings of the Com¬
mon Council.
The vote being taken on the question of reference, it

was carried by a vote of 11 to 6.
Remonstrance of Plntt & Brothers und others, againstthe opening of Robinson street.

¦KSOUJTIOSS.
Resolution that thu side-walks in front of Nos. 101,

110, and 112 drain! street. between Mercer street anil
Broudway. be regulated and re-ftagged.referred

Resolution to appropriate >1 000 to rebuild the sewer
in Oliver street, from the bulkhead to the westerly line
of Water street.adopted.
That the exclusive u-e of the southerly side of pier

No. 14. N K.. lie granted for the use of the Cape Muy and
Philadelphia line of steam boats.adopted.
That the Croton Aqueduct Department be requested

t» make the terms reasonable for the Croton water fur¬
nished to the ferry iiouts aud steamships.referred
That pier No. 47, N K , be exteuded to the exterior

line.referred.
To open Forty-eighth ftreet from Hudson to East

Htrr.idoyltd.
T11at Miir* be displayed on the City Ilall. on the 9th

of ,luue. and that a display of fireworks bo made in the
evening at an expense of ».'iUO.referred
That the City Inspector be directed to take aonie pro¬

per action in regard to the building corner of Water and
Moore streets.referred.
That the newspaper S'tw Yoikrr be euployad as one of

the newapapers to publish the Corporation notice* and
proceeding- of the Common Council, and that the pro¬
prietors thereof be paid at the same rates a* is allowed to
the TVftvnr. ContmrrcuU lUnrttor, A'tou'ng Putt, and
Kiprm referred.

i ommi sii'trios* ran* DirtstarsTi
A communication was receiTed from the Board of En¬

gineer* and foremen of fire engines. rsmuas«iw«iiut
. gainst any change bo lip made In the ordinance for the
securing of hatchways.referred.
Another communication from the same. Inviting the

Mayor and Common Council to review the Kire Depart-
mi nt. on thvir annual parade, June 9.invitation ac-
ccpted.

atronrs or cwMMirrrra.
¦.port of the Commiitce on Streets, in favor of widen¬

ing Wall street four feet on the n rthirly side, from
Brndway to Hassan -treet. The report provides, that
the building at tbe corner «t Nassau and Wall street*
shall not be disturbed till the expiration of the present
lease, i. e.. till the 1st of June. 1800.

Aldermm Cssilis moved to rcf>r the whole matter
bark to the Committee on Btrc-t*. This motion waa
ad< pti J

lte|*irt of the C< mmittes' on Ferrlea, on the subject of
leasing Catharine Kerry, in fnv r of tie' adopting the fol¬
lowing n-uluti»n
That a b a-e for the right to tun a ferry, from the foot

of Catharine -tr--et. in Ibis city to the foot of Main
-treat, Bp oklyu, I- granted to \i illiam Cockrroft and
Ueorge (1. Taylor, for ten years from the flr-t d»y of May,
IM s for the ni.iiua! rent of sixteen thousand dollars,
l-nyahle uuarterly ; raid b a-e to contain. In addition to
the stipulations mid conditions in tht present lease of
said ferry, those mentioned In the foregoing report.
The report was acri pted, and tbo lotion adopted.
The special ord< r of the evening, le ing an nruliianen

fr the Ic-ttcr regulation of art-, was nest taken up. at
icrtlon four, tbe first three sections having la-en disposed
of lust evening The remaining sections of the ordinance
w< re i-as-s d w ith little auiemlment.

BCiAMi or assistant tlMitxn.
M o 28 .The I'M*Mi an In the chair. The mlnuts* of

the preceding meeting were read and approved.
ratmnx* ¦r.rr.aacn.

Of J* men J. Hyan and ethers, for a fewer In Third
a venue, between Tenth and Thirteenth "tn-ets. Of Chas
A Milan, to have lot la Twelfth street relieved from tag
of 184*.

arroata xoorti'D.
(.f the l'lnancr Committee, concurring with the Board

<>f Aldeimen, to pay bill of 0 k S Mllbank of same
committee, eon -lining with the Hoard of Aldermen. In
the rennsston of the tuxes of Henry W Bellows M
Hnektiigham. Mary B Tillotson. N tiny. T A. Illbbard,
(iii- M West, and tleo Roger* Of Committee on I'ublic
Health, recommending that the City Inspector cause
ft nrscows fin be procured, at a cost not to exceed MOO
rnrk. to receive olgbt soil Ac., to employ laborer* to
toke charge of same anil discharge th.lr content* in the
Nirth snd K**t river*, MX) feet at laast from the end of
the piers, an 1 that fiB U00 Is* appropriated for the same
OfCommittee on Bewers. in favor i»f a basin at Uis cor¬
ner of Thirteenth itreet and Avann* 0 itfaame com¬
mittee in favor off concurring with the Hoard of Alder¬
men for sewer in Tenth avenue, from Twenty third
street to nnd through Twenty fourth street to Ninth
avrnne Of same committee iii fav.-r of concnrring with
the other boatd for basin corner <4 Twenty-ninth street
and tenth and Eleventh avenues Of Committee on
Bewers. in faeor of concurring with the Board of Alder¬
men fi-r a sewer in Pixtcenth street, between sixth and
Ben-nth avenues Of Committee on I'd re, in faeor of
paying nodical t>llla of Doctors Kranklln. Marsh ami
Jackson for rentes* rendi-re-1 at station hou<e* Of
C- mniittcc on I'ublic Health in favor of appointing
physicians to rare inste the poor of the Twelfth warn,
snd rcnciining with tbe Heard uf Ahl. men in rssoin-
tion tberef-r Of Committee on V> harvsa, I'ier* aad
Blip*. adtrt-e to building a pier at tb« fo it of Kivington
>tr«-et. K It md recommending n-.n-eoaeurrence with
the lloard of Aldermen in resolution therefor Of same
rommittec. in faeor of Imilding a pier at thn foot .utsir-
ton strest. C K Comninuication from the Maynr in re¬

ply to a resolution of th<> Board l(i relation to gunpowder
tein»es. and ree-.mmen I'ng an orilinance to regulate the
lale of that article ttrdered on file

ai ssi i ti-'xs aan nam
By Asaistant Alderman Raaa.That it be referred to a

special committee to inquire and report to this Board
whether .tillable aceonimndatinne can be procured of
the New llavxn Railroad Company for courl room, for
C< nrt of ."tsaloaa. and apartments' for the Bllth ward ro¬
ller. he In th.- building ihcy ate alxrutto erect oa Frank¬
lin. Elm. Centre, aad White streets
By Aid- mat, Bsviw.That the Counsel to the Corpora¬tion I* directed to adjust the boundaries aad perfect tbe

title to lot No IWi formerly of the c-mBi -n Isnds. With
th<-present owners, pri.vid.-d that ia his opinion tbe la¬
ta rest of tbe city be no* injured thereby, and to prepare
and cause to be ex reated the a. eeamry releases and
papers therefor

A.-. 1-taiit Ald> rman Mi Gartht offered a resolution to
adopt the report In rilotion ton railroad to bs c-nstrnct-
. d in the Blxlb and Eighth avenues, as ams-njed. aad
that It be sent to the other Board for concurrence
Adopted
By A.ist*nt AMerman H»ar . That the pennissisin

grntit.d to lay or build . railroad track in the f-dlcving
streets, ri* t- »ro a je.int In Murray street, not leas than
titty feet west of Broadway, thence dowa Murray *trc»t
to College place and West ltread» ay. along the satn- to
CimaI street down Canal street to find sou street, along
Hudson street and Eighth aren-ie to Harlem. be grant--t
and given to John ivttiwrew Edward II Sherman, Bido-
a. n Ktpp. W ashington Smith Joseph N Harass, and as¬
sociate*; iind that the permission grunted to lay ov bnil 1
a railroad In the following streets, rii emmeneing at a
point in Murray street not leas than fifty feet from Broad¬
way thence fivn Murray straet and Colleg. place to
Be*: Broadway to Canal street, thrive down Canal
street ta> larick street, np Varlek to Carmine to Blgth
avenue to Harlem be given to Jamea B Mhby. Oeo R.
Howell. M m Flam M m 11. Adam-' Jolm I'ost, Jr Bd-
m' nd Morris, M il hew It Ort en. John Ridley William
¦bUts, MilMSfit, Adopted

Political Intelligence.
The Pouticai. Movmikii it tiik Utited IrirM.

Meter before have the political pertioe assumed such au
attitude throughout the tailed ftalee, an at tint time
In the extreme North, a* well as in the extreme Mouth
the qneatiou of tbe Presidency hwiim alui ist entirely
lost tight of. aud sectional difl'-reuoes aWb the whole
inters «t lor a tUae, the nauie of General Wiliticid
Scott wan the peculiar favorite of the whig party at the
North. Kast. and West. aud be waxdeclared hy th- Bo.ton
Jitlat. Albany Journal, and Philadelphia North .1 meriean.
a* tbe only u>uti in the I uiou alio could eonsoUdatu the
whig party, and reconcile dieting differences. But.
a«_ f. k.. 1 l.;u «aal^u ...,l ikthere journal." one by one dropped hi* praise. and their

intil but i(mailer adjunct" followed, until hut one paper now com¬
ing under our obeervation. persists in preening hir claim,
for the Presidency. The Detroit Tribune, started for the
furtherance of the abolition doctrines, ix the only one to
keep his name at the head of its columns, aa tile choice
of the whig party.
In Kentucky, a very strong feeling sprung up in favor

of Oeneral S.; and the Louisville Journal. the most pro¬
minent whig journal in all the Western States, which,
followed hy those of Use iutlueuce. declared In his favor.
Soon, however, it was discovered that his name was put
forward in opposition to the present administration, and
they as suddenly dropped as they had taken up his
name. lion. Humphrey Marshall aud Meredith P. Gentry,
two cf the most proiniucnt whigs of Kentucky, at once
declared their opposition to the uomiiuitiou of Ueueral
Scott, uuless he was pledged to the support of the com¬
promise ineaeuies; and even then Mr. Fillmore would be
preferable
The stand which Mr. Webster has taken iu hi* several

speeches in this State, in reference to the support of the
compromise measures, is the first made by auy Northern
statesman; aud his stand has met with the approbation
of the people wherever he has spoken. Kvcu iu New
England, the fierce denunciation with which his former
aclionswere rpoken of. havesoftened dowu. until those
denunciations have turned to praise; and the Bodou
-¦War. his most inveterate enemy, now declares in favor
of Webster and the Union. Some of the smaller jour¬
nals have raised his name at the head of their column*
aa the candidate for the Presidency in 1852. In this
State, the branch of the whig party which hassuppoitedthe administration of Mr. Fillmore. express their entire
rath-faction with the ooursc of Mr. Webster; while that
portion of the party which has opposed the administra¬
tion. has very little to say upon tiie subject. There is
no doubt, from the tone i f the country press, that Gen.
Scott would be their choice, though, at this time, then-
is vrry little said. The conventions of the two parties
are appr .aching, and the action of those bodies will verylikely determine the preference of boih parties with re-
gard to the presidency.

Mr. Webster has been nominated by a meeting at
Yorktown. in Eastern Virginia; but the whole western
portion of the State seems iu favor of Mr. 1'i inure. Tht
Lynchburg Hrfnibliran one of tbe most promineut whig
papers in Western Virginia, prefers Mr. Filltnore before
any olh< r; and that journal is to be considered an index
of the fit-ling of tbe party in that portion of the State,
occupying a position in the moet populous and fertile
district.
In North Carolina Mr. Fillmore for President, and

lion William A. Graham for Vice President; is the ticket
advocated by the whig party, through the Ril.-igh Regit-
ter, the recognized organ of the party in that State. The
democrats have a* yet made uo movement, nor is it
known who is the preferred of that party.
South Carolina occupies an attitude well known to the

country The Charleston Mncury. the organ of the State,
without regurd to party considerations, counsels the re¬
fusal of any fcdcrul appointment by any citizen of tlic
Mate, and suys uo presidential electors should be chosen,
or members elected to Congress, as thereby the secussiou
of the State would be easily consummated. They ex¬
press no choice for a presidential candidate, and will not.
if the views of the people are fairly represented by the
press.
Georgia stand* iu a peculiar position. Her people are

divided for and agninst the Uuion. aud the issue is mode
upon thut point. So far as the Presidency is concerned,
the whig party favor the re-election of Mr. Fillmore,while the democratic party express a decided prefer¬
ence for Mr. Buchanan. In the question for Governor,
Hon. Howell Cobb is the chGceof the whig party, the
question bearing ujon the content in 18.52. The s<-c--s-
slon party have not yet brought forward their candidate.
They >poke of a candidate for the Presidency.
Alabama and Mississippi stand upou the principle of

secession. The locul contests in these States have opened,
and wage fiercely. Neither has yet proposed a candi
date for the Presidency. The secession |wrty oppose ail
who have lieeu named hy either party iu the other States,while the Union party has not declared in favor of any
particular candidate, local questions for the time occu¬
pying the whole attention.

CONVKNTIONS TO BK HELD.
New York.Democratic Mate Convention, to nomi¬

nate Mate officers, at Syracuse. Sept. 10. Liberty PartyConvention, at Buffalo, Sept 17 and 18. ,
Ueobuia..Union Party Convention, for the nomina¬

tion of Governor, at Milledgeville. June 4.
Oiiio..Whig Mate Convention, at Columbus, July 3.

Free Soil Convention, at Kavenna. June 23.
Missisdrri..Southern Rights Convention, to nominate

a candidate for Governor at Jackson, June let
New Hami-hise..Democratic Convention, to nominate

candidttes for Stutc officers, at Concord. June 11.
PrsRsvLVAsiA.Democratic Convention at Reading,to uoniitiute candidate for Governor, aud Canal Com¬

missioner. Junu 4 Democratic Convention, to nominate
candidates for tbe Superior Court, at llarrisbuig. Juue11. Whig State Cot vention. t<> nominate State officers,
and Judiciary, at Lancaster. June 24
Alabama assd the Ukion.I Southern Rights Con¬

vention. held at Montgomery, on the 21st Inst., passed
resolutions strongly in fuvor of seeosi-ion, and expressive
of the duty of the South to aid South Carolina i.n-t
any movi ment of the federal government to prevent her
secession from tbe Union.

Hit i a ami Hassos CostrvTiov.Convention to devise
ways and no uns to secure tbe pas-age of a law hy the
next session of Congress, makitg appropriations for the
Improvement of the Western rivers and harbors, to be
held at Louisville, Ky , in Gctobs-r next.

Change In Ijoeomotlon.Olilo In IS1I
and Ohio In 1831.

There i« not, iu all the physical changes of the
world, produced by liuinuh power, .»> great a
change an thia day records in the locomotive laci-
litics of the people of Cincinnati. Wo say "of
Cincinnati," fur rensons which will appear in our
atory. To-day, the Krie Kailroad ia opened from
l>unkirk to New York. It recorda a triumph in
the progress of physical civilization, of which we
know no parallel. Let it* ace what thia change ia.
Wcobaerve, then, that by uaing due diligence, in
reference to the connection of enra, boata, he., a
traveller who cmbarka at Cincinnati imiy reach
New York in forty-one houra. Than, the departureand atrial* wi.l be nearly ai foliowa :.
Leave Cincinnati Ah. Aim. A. M.

.. Cleveland 7 h. P.M.
" 1 hinkirk 7 h. A.M.

Arrive at New York 11 h. I*. M-
This ia allowing one hour and forty minute* at

Cleveland, one hour at Luukirk, and one hour
longer than the exprcas train on the Krie Katlmud,
making an allowance of thr«o houra ami fortyminutva beyond what ia claim :d ua to apecd of tho
liner; hut, oil the other hand, allowing for a regu¬lar connection, lera than two days will be, ut any
rate, the trip to New York, ttach ia tho event of
to-day.
Now, let us go buck and take a glance at a Cin¬

cinnati gentleman leaving thi' (then country town)in 1812, to ace his relatives in New York. No stagethen run thia side of Carlisle (Pennsylvania).and
no steamboat on the river, and a keel boat (thebeat water conveyance of that day) might get youto Wheeling in three or four weeks! No stage, nosteamboat, no rail ear.there remnins tin resourcefor the gentleman to take his wife and children,but to buy his horses and soiuc sort of a Wheeled
carriage, hire his driver, and get along us he can.lie dees so; and bia first outlay is something like
fill Hi for his horses and carriage. Then ho hires a
driver at #15 a month, and ex|>ense* paid Thenhe must lay in an assortment of tools, consisting of
axe, ho miner, strew driver, ropes, halter*, and tar
bucket, with some nails and serewa. After thia iadone, a pair uf pistols, a supply of ammunition,and two or three blankets must he provided. Inthe wardrobe trunks uiust be included several pairsof sheets, if there ia any expectation of ale pinganywhere.
We may suppose the party now to set out, with

some hopes ot ultimately M 'ing Now York.* jour¬
ney fully equivalent to one now to the Jsand-
wieh island*. Many are the obittelci the* meetwith ; liut we will recite hut two or three, by wayof enmities. The old roa<l lead* by Williamsburgto ( hifiicothc, and LtassMsrtS Wheeling Theyalone tolerably well to beyond Williamsburg,where they plunge into the Whiteonk itwamp.Then, for twenty uiiles, the road is an uninterruptedrailway.the rails laid the wrong way. and com¬
posed of large logs. Thump, thump!. Hang, harg''. Ob ' my baok r

In very despair, wife ami children get nut. and
crawl over tho logs, till the last remnants of shoes
and Stockings are risible through the nul l plaster¬ing. At length, a solitary light gleams in the
swamp; and the party arrive, tired, hungry, wet,and eross, at the only log house within fifteen miles.
But, when there, there is route consolation in the
hearty welcome which awaits you, and tho cheerful
company of travellers united before you, and the
loadwd table, which is covered with venison, wild
turkey, corn bread, hot coffee, and fruit; in line,such a feast as princes might desire to look upon,but which princes cannot get, bee tuse they have not
the keen aii|>etite, which was its sauce.
We nce<i not recount soencs like these, which 'layafter da* wero repeated, till the party airived

amidst the German settlements of Ka<t I'euusylva-nia. We will suppose them arrived at Jersey City.L)o tou think they will drive into a etemn ferry, in
two minutes! So, sir. J^ail ferries were not yetabolished. The parly are to go over, In a half
cra/y, equally kind of a eraft, called a pcriogue.
a schooner with slab sides. The party are to have
their horses and rntringc put in by m tin t»roe, ami
then to be got over» as they ean, in a high wind,
tossing about this petty vessel!
The journey takes a month, and the reader inayimagine, under such circiitmWances, how much of

time and money are consumed before the familyreturn to fheir "home in Ohio. Behold the con¬
trast* Forty hours mid twenty dollars take you
to New York!
We hesitate not to snr^tbnt the danger of a jour¬

ney to California is less, and the ease of it much
greater than was a journey from Cincinnati to New
l'ork fotty years ago. Civilisation is now doingher work ever this entire continent. Happy are
they who receive her smiles and enj iy her gills '

But, happier yet will they be, if, whe i passed from
the rude em of the pioneer to that of a superiorcivilisation they shall retain something of tho vir¬
tue ami simplieil*. the hardihood and integrity,wbiebgave that, pioneer the power to bi);>uio the
leacUar »f »b .i Pin- C«a,

THE THIRD GREAT SPEECH
or THE

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER.
1IIS RECEPTION AXD IKM1BKS AT AIIHT,

d(C., die., die.

The Hon. Daniel Webster has lately made three
great speeches.one at Buffalo.one at Syracuse.
and one at Albany We published, several days
ago, the Buffalo address; that dtdivered at Syracuse
wc have on hand; and the Albany speech we giro
to-duy. It came over Bain's chemical line.

T 11 K H F K £ C 11.
OVER bun's chemical r.INE.

At 2 o'clock on Weduesduy. Mr. Webster was c n-

ducted by Messrs. Hlce and Porter, of the Committee of
Young Men, to the platform which hid been erected lu
the court-yard of Cougress Hull aud, having seated him
self, cheers, long and loud, were given by the assembled
multitude.
The lion J. C. Srr.vi t a, standing on the piuz/.a

of the hotel immediately behind the staging erected
for the speaker, announced that at the requmt of
the inhabitants of this city, the Lion. Daniel Webster
had consented to address them on the present condition of
the country and public affairs. He knew he would re¬

ceive u patieut and cheerful attention. This announce¬
ment was received with renewed cheering.
Mr Wkbstkr th tn rose and said .
Fellow Oitizeus.I owe the houor of thil occasion.and

I esteem it an uncommon and extraordinary honor.to
the young men of the city of Albany; and it is uiy first
duty to express to these young men of the city of Albany,
my grateful thanks for the respect they have manifested
owurds me. Nevertheless.nevertheless, young men of
Albany. I do not mistake you. or your object, or your pur¬
pose. I am proud to take to myself whutcver may properly
belcng to me. as a token of personal and political regard
from you to me. But I know, young men of Albany, It
is not I, but the cause.it is not I, but your own generous
attachments to your oountry.it Is not I. but the con¬
stitution of the L'ulon, which has bound your anc stors
and mine, aud ail of us. for more thau half a century.
It is the cause that has brought you here to-day. to
testify your regard towards one who, to the best of his
bumble ability, has sustained that cause before the
country. (Cheers.) Uo on. young men of Albany ! (jo
on, young men of the United states ! Early mind is the
chh f pr< p and support.the reliance and hope.for the
preservation of public liberty and the institutions of
the country. Early mind is ingenuou-. generous, just.
it looks forward to a long life Of in ner or dishonor.and
it iuvuus, by the blessings of God. that it -hull be a life of
honor, of usefulness, and sueeets, in all the professions
and pursuits of life; aud that it -hall close.wbeu closed
it must be.with some claim to the gratitude of the
country. Go on. then.uphold the institutions to which
you were b to. You urc manly, fearless, bold. You fear
nothing but to do wrong.dread nothing but to bo found
r< crc&ut to patriotism aud to your oountry. Gentle¬
men, 1 certainly had no expectation of appearing in
such un assemblage as this to-day It is not probable,
for much time to come.a long time to coma.1 may
again address any large assemblage of my fellow citi¬
zens. If I should not, and if this were the last, or to be
among the hut of ail the occasions in which I am
to ap)>ear before any large number of the people
of the country, 1 shall not regTet that that
appearance was hero. I fiud myself in the po¬
litical rapital.in the greatest, most commercial
mist powerful 8late of tkc Union. 1 find myself invited
here by p< rsous of tho highest respectability, without
distinction of party. 1 consider tbe occasion as some¬
what august. 1 kunw that among those that now listen
to me there are such us are of the wisest, the best, the
most patriotic, aud the most experienced public aud pri¬
vate men in the fitate of New York. Here are governors
aud ex-governors.here are judge- and ex-judges, of high
character aud high station.and here urc persons from ail
the walks of profeusionai and private life, distinguished for
tah-nt. and virtue, and eminence. Fellow citizens, before
such uu a.-st utblage, and ou such an invitation. 1 feel
bound to guard every sentiment and every expression.
tispiuk with precision such sentiment- as 1 advance,
aud to be caretul in ail that I suy, that 1 may not be
misapprehended nor misrepresented. 1 am requested,
fellow citizens, by those who invited me hither, without
distiuctiou ot parly, to signify my -entimeniu un the
state of public allaue in this couutry, and the interests
in ipuettion which arc before us. This proves, gentle¬
men. that, iu the opinion of thuee who invited uie here,
there are questions sometime* art-lug which rangs above
hU party, and all the influences, and considerations, and
interests of party. It proves more. It prtves that in
their judgiiieut, at whose request 1 now -land before you.
lint is a lime m which public affairs do rise in impor¬
tance above the range of party, aud draw to them an
interest paramount to all party considerations. If
that be not so. i am here without object, aud you are lis¬
tening tome for no pur|>ose whatever. Then, gentlemen.
itubi is lurciiuuiuun 01 puuuc auair' wmeo Hi iKe* 11
necessary.proper.for men to meet, a ad confer togeth.-r
on the iUtc of the country tVhat arc llie i|Uci>uoiu
which are overriding. subduing. and overwhelming party
. uniting huuest. well meaning persons to lay patty aeid*
.to meet and confer for the general public aval I shall,
of course. fclluw-cilixen*. not enter ut length into many
of the** questions.nor into any lengthened discussiou of
the rial) of public affaire.but shall endeuror to elate
. bat that condition la.what lliasa questions are.and to
pri uouurc a conscientious judgment of my owu upon
the allele The last Congrrss. fellow rlUMlM. passed
laws culled adjuatweut measures. or to U>mul measures
.laws int. nlendi d to put an end to certain Internal nod
domestic coutroveisles whb'b existed In the country. The
laws were parsed by the constitutional majority oft. >th
houses of Congress. They received the constitutional
approbation of the President. Tlt-y are the laws of
the land To some, or all of them.indeed, to all
of Ihtni. at that time there existed warn and vio¬
lent oppcaitton. None of them passed without opp-witlon.
Cover nine lit was established in each of the Territories
of Mew Mexico and I'tah. but not without opp tui¬
tion The boundary of Texas was provided to be sealed
by ei mpromise by that flat*. but not without deterained
and violent opposition The-.e laws all pasted, and a* they
have now lierutnr. from the nature of the case, IrrepoaU-
ble. It Is 10 I necessary that 1 should detain you with dis¬
cussing their merits uud demerits. Nevertheless, gentle-
mi n. I deiiie on this, aud on all public occastous. in the
mi si emphatic and clear manner to declare that I hold
some of these laws--and especially that w hich provided
fir the adju-tuunt of the controversy with Texas.to
have Issu essential to the preservation of the public
peace. 1 will not now argue that point, nor lay uefure
you the cirrumstauces which existed at that lime, at
uny length.tiie |m culiar situation of things in si many
of the N.uthcrn Mates, or the fact that many of those
Mates had adopted measures for the -cparatloa of the
I'lilot.the fact that Texas was preparing to assert her
rights to territory which New Mi xlco thought Was hers
by right, and that hundreds and thousands of men tired
if the ordinary pursuits of private life, were ready to rise
and unite In soy enterprise that might open to them
even at the risk of a dire, t conflict with th« authority of
. his government. I say. therefor*, without going into
the argument with any details, that in March or Its),
when I found it my duty to address Congress on th.-e
Important topics. It was my conscientious belief.still
unshaken.even since confirmed.that if the controversy
with Texas hail uot been amicably adju-tcd. there must
havi been civil war and civil blood-hed. and iu the eoa-
ti mplatlan of such a pro- p« ct It was not a farthing 's cn-
sequs-nce to me on which standard victory should per h
In sueh a contest, we took it for granted that n > opposi¬
tion rtuld arise In the authority "I the United . tales,
that would not be suppreased. hut what of that ' I
did not are for the uulitarv eonacuuen. es of things.I
U« ked In the elf ii nod pdUieal *tab of t hing* mi l I in-

ijuind « hut wiu.J he the condition of the country. if. In
thL< agitated «t»te of thing*.if. in thin taAlj extend '4.
l ut hot gem telly pervading feeling .11 the rfoutb. eif
abnulU hi' uk on. end Hood-lied rliould rn*ue in thet *«.
trmo of the I nion ' That we* enough for m» And if
the el imcr* bed been hut o»e 111 . tt u- ind diet nneh
would heie teen the re-ult. I *hould ntlll hare felt that
tlmt one thousandth ehanoe ehoull be guarded eg .ion

Iy unjr ne-oneh)e aurrlftee; became. gentium n

fnnguiue a* 1 ana for the tutors prosperity of tla
eonntrjr. -troofly a« I Inhere now. after what
Imp I'Ueefd. and e-peeially after thnaa man-urea. that It I
likely to In Id ti icether.I yet hellere firmly thai thin
I nion. dmr broka n. in utterly lm>aUe,aeoording to al
Iliumn experience. of being re united .of feeing ren n
etriirtnl l,y any chemistry or aft, or eff >rt. or nhlll 0
ni*ii Tin n. gviithnien. (awing frmu tlione me.-ore.
wl irh *r* now *eroni|>li«hi d and settled. Okltfgtlfe U in
the I nion. and ran't be got out; 'he Texas b oiii I >ry In
eettlrd. and can't ba disturbed; t'leh and Mew Mexico
are terrltorh *. under provision of law. according to ac-
ruetomed ueege in form, r rape* and the** thing* may he
|| null il an settled. Hut then, tlute van another sub¬
ject. equally agitating and unity Irrltal iug which. In
it* natme. niu-t alwayn be *uhl*et to eowddcrat n and
that la the fugitive Mar* law of 1*4*1. |*n >d at the -ams
aer*i<« of fnngrvm. Allow me to a.Iteft vary shortly to
what 1 1 onaio'i-r tin-ground of that law You knew and
I know, that It w«a very much opposed In tba Northern
flate*.omeiltne* wnh argument. ant unfair, often by
mere ebolllt iigi of pur' r. and otliD by th""' whirlwinds of
fanatic!*!!) that raise a «in*t *nd blind the eye*, hut pro¬
duce 1,. tiling ¦ l«e Now. g* ntleiui n thin guotlon of the
pn prlety of Dm Fugitive clave law. of the MmIMI of
line unh law. I* a quaation that miint lie **'t.
Ha «m inlaw will not let It deep jw dumber. Tbey
will "give neither aleep to their eyen nor dumber
to their eye-lld* »o long a* they nan .-igltafe it before
the |"'< nle It la with them a topic a dtuirabh topic-«
and all kn«w. who h*r« much 1 xperteu-c la political
alTair*, that for party men and party tlnu« there In
hardly anything *o desirable an atopic. (Laughter i
N» w. gentlemen, I air ready to meet tbi* .juration 1 am
rea ly ti meat it.I am ready to nay thnt It wan right, pro-
ptf. expedient, juat. that a proper law -li uld be pa*»i-d
lor the rent oration of fugitive date*. Homl ia free State.*,
back to their owner* In tli* dan* State* I am ready to
lay that. I" 1 nu» I only repeat the wofiln of the c..n*tt-
tutiiui It a** If and I am not afraid of being cctmid red a
plagiarist. nor a ft* Me Imltabir 1«f other mek'n language
and ». 1 Omenta, when I rwpewt an 1 announce to every

Brt rg the country.toymi. here, and at all Umc-.4h*
nguage of the con-tit ntlon << my country Ic id

rhecr* ) Gentlemen, MM tha revolution, alaiery ex-
1*1eg In the Southern States, and ha I ixlilod there fbr
more than a hundred yearn W« of the North Were not
gulUy of It* Introduction That fevt*ratln«i of m»n,
erra In the South, were not guilty of It. It had Loon
latri durvd according to tha policy of the nvAhar conn
try. b«fore there waa any Independence la the I'oit.d
ftaii 1.indeed, heft)re there were any aulhorlilo*
in lb« coloniri to roM It, Why gaaU'ifttn, mm't 1

opinion* have to changed on this subject, andthe world baa coma In m much juiter sentiment.that we
can hardly Mlm that which U certainly tru«.khnt Mtba pane** of Utrecht, in 171.1, the Kngtlsh goveroaaensiimirtrd on compensation from the Spanish goveranaenCfor having violated a contract by which tba Spanishgo¬
vernment bad established lha unqualified and exeium*®
nrivileg. to the Brltlch government of Importing slave®
into 1 er Wert Ine ia colonic* That waa not then "Te¬nant to public eentime.it. but it 1* now. I aUudato it
to rhow that the introduction of slavery into the Sonth-
ern State* is not to be visitedupon tba generation that
achiev. d the independence of thb countiy. On tba aon-
trary. all tba emiuent men of that day regretted it. And
you my young friend* of Albany, if you will take tba
nain* to g" back to the debate* of the period from the
meeting of the Arst Congress, IdITM.IliS

tIwDroIgr. ** of the Confederation.to the adoptioni of the pre¬sent constitution. aid the enactment.of the Arst law
under tlie existing con*tltutl.in^nybody wbo whl maba
tbat necessary research, will And that Southern men a d
Southern States, a* represented in Congraaa, Umc«^ d
the existence of slavery in far more eanjeat andI empbnU®
term* than the Northern; for. though it did « .tin th®
Northern M»te*. it was a f. ebletaper^roon to end-and nothing waa feared flrom it, whilrt
leading men of the 8outh-of 1 irgtnia, and the CnroU-
na*.felt aud acknowledged that W*T *
and political evil; that it retarded the arm of tM
flee man. and k. pt back the progress
of free labor, aud raid with truth-und aUhb^ryrtrttie* the observation." that, if the shore. of tbe < ha*
p, uke had have been mude a* free to free l*borjMiachore* of the North ltiver. New lork might have bed
great, but \ irginia would luive been great also. TM
wan the sentiment. Now under thi* state of thing*. gel
tli men. when the constitution wa* framed, it* framert
and the people who adopted it. came to a clear. cxpir-M,
unquestionable stipulation and comuact. There bad
l«?cu au ancient practice for many year*-for a century,for aught I kuow.aceor'.lng to which fugitive# from
service, whether apprentice* at the North or slure# at
I lief out h.that fugitives thould be restored Massachu¬
setts had re- lort d fug,live slave* to Virginia long before
the adoption «f the constitution; ai d It I* well known
that, in the State* her. in-lhe centre where .lavery ax-
i-l.d-they wire restored. And it waa held that any
man could pursue hi* slave aud take him wherever h®
could And him. Under thi* at ate of thing*.
pressly *tipul..tcd, in the pbiine-t Unguage-^ind th. > it
stand*. »ophiatry cannot gloae it.It cannot beerased
from the page of the constitution.there it st*iid*, that
person* held to service or labor in one State, under thn
law* thereof. e*caping iuto another, shall "°t'|[l"iiuence of any law or regulation therein, be dischargedirom auch Vrvi. labor, but *hall b- delivered up,
upm c.i.iei <f the party to whom such service or
labor *h..il Ik- due Adopted without dl*sent-no
wb.ru oldecUd to. Norili or South.considered a®*
matter of absolute right aud justice to tha
Southern State*.concurred in everywhere, by evdry
Stole that adopted the eouslitut ion; and we look Ill 'M
for any opposition. fr< ni Massachusetts to tleorgio. Then,
this being the case. thi* t. iwg the provision if the con-
ititution. soou after Congress had organiied. in tienerm
Washington's time, it was found necessary to pa*, a law
to *arrv that provision of the constitution into effect.
Such a law wa* prepared and passed. It wss pecpan-d
by a geutleuiau from a Northern Mate. It I* said it waa
drawn by Mr. Cabot, of Massachusetts. It wis supported
by him and by Mr l.oodhue, and Mr. Sedgwick. of Nlas-
sachusetts. and generally by all the free State*. Thero
wa* not a tenth Tote against it. It went into operation,
aid, forntiiBe.it satisfied the just right* and expecta¬
tion* of ev»rjbody. That law provided that it* pro¬
vision* should be carried into effect mainly by State ma¬
gistrate* justice* of the peace, judge* of State court*,
sheriff* of Mate counties, and other organ* of Stato au¬
thority So tiling* went on without loud complaint*
fr.rn any quarter, until some Afteen year* ago, when
seme of the States.the free States.thought it proper
for them to pass laws prohibiting their own magistrate*!
aud officers from executing this law of Congress, under
heavy pemiitio*. and refusing to the United State* au¬
thorities the use of their prison* for the detention of per¬
sons :u rest, d as fugitive slaves.that is tosay, a* far WO
State* could go. Those of them to which I refer-not
all but several- uulliAe 1 the law of »i entirely They sal*

-not ex. cut.) it. No runway slave shall be restored.
Thus the law became a dead Utter.an entire dead let.«T.
But here was the constitutional compact.here wa*itho
stipulation, as aolemu a* words could form It. and wnten
every member of Congress, every officer of the general
government, every officer of the State governments, from
governor* down to constables, had sworn to support-
Well,under this state ol things, in 1150. I was of opinion
that common justice and good faith called upon u* to
make a law.fair, reasonable, equitable. ju»t.that
should be calculated to carry thi* constitu,Th.fth^wsion into . fleet, and give the Southern States what they
were entitl. d to. and what it wa- intended originally they
should r. ceive.that is. a lair right to roofer their fu¬
gitives from service from the State* into which they had
A. d I was of opinion that it wa* the h-mndeu du ty Of
Congress to pas* such a law The Aodlh insis, e«| t at
thev had a right to it. and I thought they insisted J"*1*-
It was no concession.yielding nothing-gives up oo¬
tid! g M hen called on to fulAl a compact, the question
is. Will you fulAl ' And. for one. I wa* ready I Will fU-
fll it by any fair nnt reasonable act of legislation Now,
th. luw of 1H40 had two . bj-et*. both of which were a«-
complishrd by it First, it was to make the
favorable for the fugitive than the law of l.tfcl It did
so. be. suae it called for a record, under seal, from a court
in the State from which the fugitive might be saidA.,
have ccme. proving and ascertaining that he *a*l
fugitive, so that nothing fboiihl be left, when pnfjsu.d into a free State but to produce the proof%
hi* identity Next, it secured » higher tribunal !

<placed the power ill more responsible hand*. The Jodgf
of the Supreme and Uistriet Courts of the United Mn-eM
and l.utned persons appointed liy them a* e-Tunit|>
sioners. were to vce to the execution of til* law Th»t*7
fore it wui a more favorable luw. in all respect*. to th®
lugitive. thun the law passed uuder (ieucral Washing¬
ton's administration Id B3 Sow. let mo say that thia
law ha* been discussed, roiu.ider.-d, and ndju-lg.-I in .
great many of the tribunals of the country It I.** bee*
tbe subject of discussion before judge* of the ffuprcm®
Court of the United States.tin- subject of discussuui in-
fore courts the most resp. cti.bl.- iu the Stat-*, e very

.<>i» all <ktiin ions.Hiuil»y »ll judgw*. H bu-" twei
holdeu to be. and pronounced to be. a constitutional
law. So say Judges N'l«oa Woodbury, and all thereat
of the judgts. a* far as I km-w. So says lb.- una limoua
. pinion of Msssarl.us. It* herself, expresaad by a* g sal a
court ss ever sat in Miissurliu-.tts.it* present Supn-ma
Court.unsnimonsly and without hesitation.and»o .tyl
rv< ry 1* dy. eminent for learning, ami constitutional law,
and roid judgment, without otudrurtlnn. without opposi¬
tion, without intermixture of dissent of judicial opinio*
any where And I hop.- I may b- indulged on thi* ucaa-ioo,
geutl* men. partly on account of a high personal regard,
and partly of the excellence and ability of the production,
to r.Ter you all to a rvceni v. ry short opinion of Mr Pren¬
tice, the District Judge of 1 eruiont. ( Applanso) True,
the case hefor.- him .lid not turn so much ou tba quw-
tlon of the constitutionality of thi* law. as the une-wistl-
tuttonality and illegality, and utter ina,lmi*eabiLty. nC
trivate men and political b«>.lie# setting ur their notinm
ab. ve It..on the idea of the higher law that eilata eem|»-nb< r<- between us and the third h.-nven*. I never knevr
exactly where tCries of UckL'' and laughter.) AU
iu.ltcial opinions are in favor «f thia lam You cans
And a man in the profession in New York, whose income
reaches Ihltty pound* a y.ar, who

^ .P* ilTlslonal r.-putaiion on an opinion against it. II b.'does, hin
r< putatlon is not wortli tbe thirty pound*. (Renewed
laugliter.) And yet this lew Is opposed.violently' op-
po.ed.not by brtnglug this question Intoeourt-tbean
lovers of human lib. rty-these fnend. of the
fugitive sIan *.don t put their hand* in their pocketn
and draw fund* to conduct law suits, aud
tion; tbey sre not io tbat habit much <L^hu?r>That Is not the way they show their ',br£*of any kind Hut they meet and pass resolutions.they
resolve that tbe law Is oppressive unjosCand sbnuk*
not be executed at any rate.under any
It has be»-n said In th. Matee of New York. M-MrhnartW,
and Obio. ov. r and over agalu. that th* law shall not b«
.xecuted. That *a* the languige of a eouventi-n i«
IfarrMtrr Lti Ma#* in ^TflcVw. Srm \ork, a®d
. hrr- A ml f«*r tfafc th*y their^tunes and their sarred honor! (UnghUrJ Now^ genUe-
men. these proceeding^! »ay it oonm my
reputation-are distinctly tf- «. mable
Ohio, certain resolution* in
vrnt.on* held in BosWrn. are di.tinctlv tr.-aeon.hle;And the act Of taking away Shadieeh fr-mi the pub¬
lic auth rities in B.M. n and s-nding him off wan
»n art if clear tre*-, n I .peak tin* mi Mm
hearing or men who are lawj«t».I apeak It out
to the country.I aay It everywhere on my prf'-eioaal
'' P'11ation It waa IMMM. and nothing rlae.that !-> to
aay. If man gat l"crthrr. and combine together, and re-
am that they wilt eppoee a law of the government, net
la any ow caw but is all ca«ee.I aay. if they recede to
re«i«t the Uw, whoever may be attempted to be made th#
auhjeet of It. ami carry that purpoae lato effe-t by ro-

ala'.mg the application "f the law In any one caae. hat,
air. la treaaon [Tumi'g to Mr flpcn.-cr and »t*mi lag
with eaiphaela | You Know It well (t'nntiaaiag to ad-
dr««« Mr. fpetrer J The re*' luttc'i it«elf. unactel n,
i« not treason.It only man fo«ta a trwaammhle purpne.
W hen thi« purpose i* proclaim,' !.rati It I" proclaimed
t hat it w III lie carried rut in ail came.and I* carried
Inlo effect. by force afarm* or numh-'ra. in aiy one mm,
that coii'titute* a caae lo King towif against the baton}
and. if It werr aareaaary. I might cita In Illn.traUom
the e*«e of John Maya. alio auff-rrd death la M osli-
ingtcn'g time, |i»r lanig enncefned In the whi
in-urreetion af that day. [There la pmheMy an erro
here. Ahaya' rebeilioa w*a in Ma**afhu.ette, and
the wh'akey Inaum-ctk n in Pennsylvania) Jf« w,
various are th' argument.a. and vari"U* the elf Ttm,
to denounce thla law.to oppoee ita execution.to
k.'P It up a* a conation of agitation.and they aro
aa rartoue aa the varied l.igenuity of man, and the va¬
rum* arprct of aueh gueattuna When they e«roe befbrr tho
I iblk. And a common thing It la to aay that the law in
odfc ue.that It can't be egeruted. and will not let egee.it-
r.l That has alway been aatd by thoaa who dont
mean It shall be egrruted.not by any body elee TheW
aaa.la Lhe fact that It ran t be egecuted. to gaahe that
true mhieh they wial) ahall turn out to be true They
Wish that It shall not be executed, aad. therefore, an¬
nounce to all mankind thai it ran t he egecuted Wheg
puhllc men.y ur eonductora of newspapera.-tbua deal
with the guh.,art. they deal unfhtrly with It. Tboaa
Who have lypva at coramand, have a perfe. t
rgbt to exprwe their opinloae| but f dnwbs
their right t<> e*pre«a opinion" aa facta t doubt whether
they have a right to aay.not aa matter of opinion, but
of raft.that thia particular law la an odtoua hero awd
elaawhere that It cannot be egecuted That only proventhat they are i f opinion that It ought not.that theybrae It may not he egecuted I go that length I doe
not fltd any of that description of the nubile pr-ea wb»
aay we wl»h It w. re otherwfge They do not my, -aee if
any wrong la inflicted on any body by It; 1 hope to And
In ite operation no wrong dr Injury to any bedy ' ftean
any of the m hold that language ' Mot one The wtatx
la fall er to th' thought They wish that it mar not bw
rgi mted. and therefore they aay It cannot erne will not
be agerntod That la one of the motea of prgeeatlng
the caae to the people; and In my opinion It lafnot quite
a Mr mode of doing It. There are other form* aad
modca.and I might omit te notice the Muaterlag ahoU
Hon aocletiea of Itoaton and elm a here, aa weworth? of
frgard.but therw are other forme mooe Inaldtoua
and eqnally Hicacloua ; there are ama gfca aay,
when you talk if amending that law. that they
h< pe it will not he touched Yon talk ef attempt¬
ing It. and thry lia.ua.le yon They «. " Let It remcda
aa obnoalone aa It can be. and I» much the gooner It will
di'gngt and be detegted by the whole oommualty. ' I
¦m aahari'd to my that «nch eenthaeata have been
i n wed by thoae In Waaanehnartte who ought te be nt
}< r y.utterly.ethmrd t« alter ml «tmm,


